
Gimme a Break

by Rikki Suhr

During this time of year many breaks 

are coming up. These include:

• Thanksgiving Break

• Nov . 28 - Dec. 1st

• Winter Break

• Dec. 21 - Jan. 5th

• Spring Break

• Mar. 21 - 29

If you are like me during these breaks, 

you might be bored and have nothing 

to do. Here are a few ideas that can 

maybe help you have a fun and excit-

ing break this year.

During Thanksgiving you can play a 

family football game, scavenger hunt, 

family game night, or be festive early 

and set up your Christmas tree.

Winter break has many possible activi-

ties, like ice skating with your friends 

and family, snow shoeing, ice fishing, 

or something as simple as roasting 

s'mores over a nice fire.

As the weather warms up, you can do 

things like lay in a hammock on a nice 

day, play sports with friends, or work 

on your personal goals.

Another, less exciting, option is to use 

the break to work and make extra mon-

ey.

No matter what you choose to do, it is 

always nice to have a break from 

school!

Jack-O-Lantern 
Spectacular: See 
Their Faces Light 
Up

by Rian Rutledge

The Jack-O-Lantern Spectacular is 

back for a second year at the Min-

nesota Zoo. These fascinating trails in 

Apple Valley are jam-packed with over 

5000 illuminated pumpkins of all differ-

ent sizes, shapes and faces, creatively 

carved and displayed from the ground 

to the treetops.

The pumpkins used are Prize Winners. 

They weigh about 100-250 pounds. At-

lantic Giant, one variety of gigantic 

pumpkin from Minnesota and Wiscon-

sin, are also carved with some weigh-

ing up to 2,000 pounds!

This event is a perfect family outing, 

especially for families with little chil-

dren. There are so many things to do at 

the Jack-O-Lantern Spectacular. There 

is a straw maze everyday. Fridays and 

Saturdays there are costumed charac-

ters, musical entertainment, Dazzling 

Dave Yo-Yoist, and carousel rides.

The Jack-O-Lantern Spectacular is al-

ways an amazing experience for all 

ages.

This year, the Spectacular ran from Oc-

tober 1-November 3. If you missed it, 

be sure to mark your calendar for next 

year.

Charging To 
State

The DC Chargers football team won 

against Providence Academy at Crown 

College on Friday, November 1st. The 

final score was 26-13. We are now 

charging on to Burnsville High School 

on Saturday, November 9th at 12 PM. 

We play Cannon Falls for our state 

quarters. Come out and support our 

football team as we bomb the Cannon 

Falls Bombers.

Joker is No Joke

by Raeana McDonald

Joaquin Phoenix is the Joker, a 

brilliant, psychotic and villainous 

prince of Gotham.

Joker is his story before he knew Harley 

and before Batman was his arch neme-

sis.

Arthur Fleck (Joker) and his mother, 

Penny Fleck, live in a small apartment 

together. Arthur aspires to be a come-

dian like his inspiration Murray 

Franklin. However, it wasn't going so 

well.

Arthur was a party clown on the side, 

entertaining kids and creating smiles. 

Everything that happened to him , 

everyone who stepped all over him, 

everyone who said he'd always be 

nothing, lead to him becoming one of 

the most famous villians of all time. 

The situations he was in only drove 

him deeper into insanity, making him 

fearless.

My personal opinion is that this movie 

is amazing. I give it a 10 out of 10. It is 

just great. I wouldn't want to change 

anything about it, because I could 

watch it again and again! I have heard 

that many people didn't like it because 

there wasn't much action. I believe 

that the lack of action was perfect be-

cause it is Arthur's story; it is not sup-

posed to have action. The movie is 

meant to be dramatic and intense, so 

that we can get a feel of what really 

happened including how he felt and 

what he went through, physically and 

emotionally.

If you still aren't sure whether or not 

Joker is as good as I think it is, you 

should go check it out for yourself!
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What the ALC 
Means to Me

The ALC is a remarkable place to be. 

School, to me, is somewhere you 

should be able to feel accepted, loved, 

and wanted. The Dassel-Cokato ALC is 

just the place for that. The director of 

the ALC, Jon Nelson, is the most outgo-

ing, funny, caring, back-you-up kind of 

guy you will ever meet. The 'Queen 

Bee' of the ALC, Betsy, is extraordinary! 

She is so kind and makes your day 

right when you walk in the door. The 

staff that work here are marvelous. 

They all want what is best for you and 

are willing to do anything in ther power 

to help you. The ALC is perfect to me 

because there are smaller class sizes, 

so the teachers have time to help you. 

The goal at the ALC is to support stu-

dents through their problems and help 

them plan for their future. I am so 

thankful to be a part of the ALC and ap-

preciate of all the wonderful memories 

I have here.

-R.R.

We want to hear what YOU think! Please 

send one paragraph answering the 

question, "What does the ALC mean to 

YOU?"

"Dear Rian"

S e n d y o u r q u e s t i o n s t o 

kayla.tessmer@dc.k12.mn.us and Rian 

will help you!

Dear Rian,

When I'm just sitting at home, I find I 

have nothing fun to do and oten find 

myself staring at the ceiling. I feel like I 

can never go out and am trapped at 

home. It's getting cold out, and I don't 

want to be doing things outside. Do 

you have any good ideas for how I 

could change that and have more fun 

at home? -Boredom in my Basement

Hey!

Being stuck at home is no fun. There 

are many things you can do to try to 

kill some boredom. You could make 

yourself some popcorn, wrap up in a 

blanket, and binge watch a Netflix se-

ries. Listening to music and drawing 

can also be a fun thing to try. If you 

have siblings or can invite a friend over, 

board games are a great way to have 

fun during the cold months. Try having 

some friends over and play some video 

games. I hope this helps when you are 

feeling bored at home.

Upcoming 
Important Dates

Thursday 11/7

• Drivers Ed Teen & Parent meeting

Friday 11/8

• December ACT Registration 

DeadLine (Midnight)

Monday 11/18

• Math League @ DC

Tuesday 11/26

• End of Trimester

Wednesday 11/27 -Friday 11/29

• No School. Thanksgiving Break

Fall Musical-Seussical

• 11/15 @ PAC 7-9, 11/17 @ PAC 

2-4, 11/22 @ PAC 7-9, 11/23 @ 

PAC 7-9, 11/24 @ PAC 2-4

Football

• 11/16 Football State Semi @TBD, 

11/29-30 State Finals

Girls' Swim/Dive

• 1/7 @ Willmar, 11/9 @ Willmar, 

11/14-16 State

Girls' Hockey

• 11/7 @ Sauk Centre, 11/12 @ 

Litchfield, 11/15 @ Litchfield, 

11/16 @ Litchfield, 11/22 @ Two 

Harbors, 11/23 @ Moose Lake, 

11/26 @ New Ulm

Girls' Baksetball

• 11/21 @ Orono, 11/26 @ DC

Boys' Hockey

• 11/22 @ Litchfield, 11/26 @ Litch-

field, 11/30 @ Litchfield

Raking up 
Kindness

by Rikki Suhr

On October 31, some of the students 

from the ALC went to rake yards 

around Cokato. Some students helped 

cut down raspberries bushes as well. It 

was overall a great experience and is 

great to volunteer. Students enjoy 

learning how they can help their neigh-

bors!

Man Shoots Nail 
Into Thigh

by Raeana McDonald

Searching Youtube can produce some 

interesting videos. A video I recently 

watched showed a man from Savan-

nah, Georgia, who impaled his thigh 

with a 3-inch penny nail while he was 

trying to build his kids a pirate ship in 

the backyard.

He even recorded himself, so that 

everyone with internet access could 

take a look and see what happened. 

The video, which can be found on You-

tube, began with the man showing off 

his freshly-pierced thigh. His thick, 

meaty thigh looked like a pen pressed 

against a balloon super hard without 

popping it.

A little later, the video showed him try-

ing to pull the nail out with a pliers, but 

he looked like he was going to pass out 

just from touching the nail with the pli-

ers. He recorded himself in the ambu-

lance and when he was on ketamine in 

a hospital bed. He didn't seem pan-

icked or scared at all.

At the end of the video, he says, "once 

they straightened my leg, it was loose 

enough to remove the nail. All of that 

happened while I went to some terrify-

ing dimension on ketamine."

Maybe he should stick to a hammer 

next time.

Thanksgiving 
Deliciousness

by Rikki Suhr

Looking for something awesome to 

make for Thanksgiving? Try one of 

these delicious recipes!

Buffalo Chicken Mac & Cheese- way 

better than the blue box!: https://

www.foodnetwork.com/recipes/food-

network-kitchen/buffalo-chicken-mac-

aroni-and-cheese-recipe-1972802

Garlic Parmesan Scalloped Potatoes- 

fancy-up your normal potato recipe!: 

https://cafedelites.com/garlic-parme-

san-scalloped-potatoes/

Apple Crisp- the crowd-pleasing fall 

dessert!: https://www.foodnetwork.-

com/recipes/apple-crisp-1960784
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